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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Amendment filed on 05/04/2005 has been entered. Claims 1-33 remain 
pending in this application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-14, 16-19, 24-29, and 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Angwin et al., (U.S. Patent Number 
6,477,576) hereinafter referred to as Angwin in view of Ficco et al., (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,868,292) hereinafter referred to as Ficco . 

As per claims 1, 16 and 31, Angwin disclosed: 

broadcasting a wireless menu [Abstract, Col. 2, Lines 50-61 Angwin 
disclosed broadcasting a discovery menu] request from a hand held [Col. 6, 
Lines 10-11] control device to electronic devices connected to a wireless local 
area network (LAN); [Abstract, Fig. 2, Steps 102, 104 and Col. 2, Lines 50-61, 
Angwin disclosed broadcasting to a plurality electronic devices in a network] 
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receiving a wireless menu response from one of said electronic devices, 
said wireless menu response including an identifier and a menu location 
associated with said one of said electronic devices; [Fig. 2, Step 106 and Col. 8, 
Lines 38-65 and Col. 7, Line 60 through Col. 8, Line 16] 

displaying a representation of said one of said electronic devices on a 
display of said hand held control device [Fig. 2, Step 108 (also disclosed below) 
and Col. 8, Lines 42-45]; 
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However, Angwin was silent about selecting and controlling an electronic 
device by making a connection via a wireless LAN. However, as evidenced by 

■ 

the teachings of Ficco, selecting an electronic device from a menu in a GUI 
from a device such as a PDA in a home network, which is a wireless-LAN, was 
known in the art at the time of the invention. See Fig. 1, Fig. 13, Col. 3, Lines 
45-49 (menu driven GUI to selectively control electronic device), Col. 4, Lines 3- 
15, Col. 5, Lines 49 through Col. 6, Line 6, Col. 14, Lines 57-67 (each 
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electronic device connected to the network having therein at least one HTML 
file associated, the HTML file defining the command control functions allowing 
a user to select and remotely control thereon), Col. 19, Lines 10-16 (examples 
of the menus where a user remotely selects a link associated with an oven and 
warming the selected oven, selecting a play list on a CD player, starting a 
propane fireplace in a dining room e.t.c), in Col. 20, Line 59 through Col. 21, 
Line 50 (among plurality of control devices, a handheld device such as a PALM 
PILOT ® enabling a user to control the electronic devices (see also Col. 22, 
Lines 41-42, furthermore as it is expected in a wireless environment a control 
device having therein a receiver and a transmitter (Col. 22, Lines 12-15) ); 
providing a user interface having therein menu associated with the selectable 
electronic devices (Col. 21, Lines 29-34), selectively controlling the electronic 
devices from the menu by selecting electronic devices including home 
appliances, lighting systems, heating, ventilation, AC equipment, home security 
systems, home entertainment systems (Col. 21, Lines 37-50). Ficco further 
disclosed the network been a wireless home network such as WLAN (Col. 22, 
Lines 24-29)). Thus, it is respectfully submitted that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
take the teachings of Ficco related to menu based selectively controlling 
electronic devices in a wireless LAN and have modified the teachings of Angwin 
related to broadcasting a discovery menu and receiving a response from the 
electronic devices in the network in order to allow a user to easily discover the 
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menu for the electronic devices; with out prior knowledge of the location of the 
electronic devices (see Angwin Col. 35-61) and further enabling a user to 
effortlessly control functions of the electronic devices from a centralized 
location or device in the home network (col. 3, Lines 40-49). 

Claim 33 is rejected with the same rationale claim 1 is rejected above. 
Further, since the already combined teachings of Ficco and Angwin are 
implemented in a computer system, a computer readable medium having 
therein a program when executed by a computer system to perform the method 
was inherently disclosed. See also Ficco Col. 24, 38-59. 

As per claims 2 and 17, 

said step of broadcasting comprises transmitting a menu request to 
electronic devices capable of communicating using a predetermined protocol 
compatible with the control device, [see Angwin Col. 2, Lines 50-67 and Col. 8, 
Lines 56-65] and 

said step of receiving comprises receiving a menu response only from 
said electronic devices capable of communicating using said predetermined 
protocol. [See Angwin Col. 3, Lines 1-2]. 

As per claims 3 and 18, 

wherein said step of transmitting comprises transmitting a menu request 
to electronic devices capable of communicating using a hypertext transfer 
protocol (http) [ Angwin Col. 8, Lines 51-52, disclosed a sending a request to 
devices capable of HTTP]. 
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As per claims 4 and 19, 

wherein said step of establishing a control connection comprises 
establishing a control connection directly between the control device and 
electronic device using said predetermined protocol. [See Ficco Col. 21, Lines 
22-50 and Col. 14, Lines 56-67, Ficco disclosed a selectively controlling 
(establishing a connection) an electronic device having therein a predetermined 
protocol (HTTP)]. 

As per claims 9 and 24, 

wherein said receiving comprises receiving a plurality of said wireless 
menu responses from a plurality of electronic devices connected to said 
wireless LAN. [See Ficco Figs. 1 & 1 1, multiple responses to the request 
broadcast, and Col. 19, Lines 10-16] 

As per claims 10 and 25, 

displaying a list of said plurality of electronic devices; and selecting one 
of said plurality of electronic devices based on user selection from said list. [See 
Ficco Fig. 11 and Col. 21, Lines 37-50, displaying and selectively controlling 
the electronic devices from the menu by selecting electronic devices including 
home appliances, lighting systems, heating, ventilation, AC equipment, home 
security systems, home entertainment systems]. 

As per claims 1 1 and 26, 

wherein said displaying a list comprises displaying a text list of said 
plurality of devices. [See Ficco Fig. 11 and Col. 19, Lines 10-15] 
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As per claims 12 and 27, 

wherein said displaying a list comprises displaying a graphical menu 
including said plurality of wireless devices [see Ficco Fig. 11, Col. 4 Lines 11-11 
and Col. 22, Lines 12-14] 

As per claim 13 and 28, 

displaying a first portion of said plurality of electronic devices from which 
a wireless identification message is received; [see Ficco Fig. 11, disclosed 
displaying portions of controllable devices in an alphabetical order] 

displaying an option to display others of said plurality of electronic 
devices; [see Ficco Fig. 11, disclosed displaying portions of controllable devices 
in an alphabetical order] further allowing a selection to be made by the user 
performing the task] and 

displaying a second portion of said plurality of wireless devices based on 
user selection of said option to display others of said plurality of electronic 
devices. [See Ficco Fig. 11, disclosed displaying portions of controllable devices 
in an alphabetical order further allowing a selection to be made by the user 
performing the task] . 

As per claims 14 and 29, 

wherein said displaying a list comprises displaying a list of said plurality 
of electronic devices in a predetermined order. [See Ficco Fig. 1 1 , displayed the 
menu of the controllable electronic devices in alphabetical order]. 
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4. Claims 5 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Angwin et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6,477,576) in view of 
Ficco et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6,868,292) and further in view of Gallagher et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 5,933,784) hereinafter referred to as Gallagher. 

Even though it is very known and commonly used technique to use a 
gateway (A hardware or software set-up that translates between two dissimilar 
protocols), the combined teachings of did not explicitly disclose a gateway 
server translating one protocol to another. However, as evidences by the 
teachings of Gallagher a gateway enabling two different electronic devices to 
with incompatible communication protocol to communicate by means of the 
gateway conversion. See Abstract and Col. 3, Lines 45-65. Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
take the commonly known scheme of protocol conversion (gateway) as taught 
by the teachings of Gallagher and have modified the already combined 
teachings of Ficco and Angwin in order to allow communication among 
different devices with incompatible protocols. See Col. 3, Lines 35-43. 

5. Claims 15 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Angwin et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6,477,576) in view of 
Ficco et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6,868,292) and further in view of Pisutha- 
Arnond et al. (US 20020085017 Al) hereinafter referred to as Pisutha. 

The already combined teachings of Ficco and Angwin substantially 
disclosed the invention as claimed. However, failed to display order of a menu 
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list according to a user frequency of use in the electronic device. However, in 
these arts, Pisutha taught reordering a menu displayed on an interface of a 
handheld device according to the frequency use of the user. See Abstract and 
Page If [0008]. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was to take the teachings of Pisutha and have 
modified the already combined teachings of Ficco and Angwin providing 
flexibility when displaying the menu list according to a user selected 
preference. See Page 1, f [0004-0007]. 

6. Claims 6-8 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Angwin et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6,477,576) in view of 
Ficco et al., (U.S. Patent Number 6,868,292) as applied to claims 1, 16 and 31 
above and further in view of Hansen et al (US 20020090966 Al) hereinafter 
referred to as Hansen . 

The already combined teachings of Ficco and Angwin substantially 
disclosed the invention as claimed. However, were silent about transmitting 
message at a predetermined transmit power, adjusting the predetermined 
transmit power, determining a signal strength and setting the transmit power 
of a control device according to the signal strength determined. 

As evidenced by the teachings of Hansen , transmitting message at a 
predetermined transmit power, adjusting the predetermined transmit power, 
determining a signal strength and setting the transmit power of a control 
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device according to the signal strength determined was known in the art at the 
time the invention was made. See Figures 9-12, Title, Abstract, Paragraphs 
[0019], [0027], [0031], Page 7 Claim 8 and Page 10 Claim 21. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to take the teachings of Hansen related to 
transmitting information using a predetermined transmit power, determining 
the signal strength of the transmit power, adjusting the predetermined 
transmit power and setting the transmit power in accordance to the signal 
strength and have modified the already combined teachings of Ficco and 
Angwin in order "to improve power efficiency, to reduce interference, and /or to 
meet regulatory requirements." See Page 1, Paragraph [0006]. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 16 and 31 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

However, the examiner likes to point out that the following two 
applications disclosed below may need close attention of the inventive entity, 
because both disclose a handheld device (PDA) broadcasting a wireless menu 
in discovering wireless devices in a wireless network and controlling such 
devices via the PDA: 

a. Madarasz et al., (US 20020130834 Al) entitled: "System and 
method for universal control of devices" See Fig Below: 
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b. Olkkonen et al. (US 6842460 Bl) entitled: "Ad hoc network 
discovery menu". See Fig Below: 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record (see Form PTO 892 attached) and not relied 
upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) . 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply 
is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Yemane M. Gerezgiher whose 
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telephone number is (571) 272-3927. The examiner can normally be reached 
on 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David Wiley can be reached at (571) 272-3923. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http:/ / pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 

Ye-maneM. Qerezgiher 

(Patent VLxaminer, Computer Science 




